A guide to understanding the

DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM

Better drivers. Safer roads.




WHAT IS THE
DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM?

The Demerit Points Systermn is ulilised to track the
behaviour of drivers by the allocation of points to their
driving records, for the commission of certain traffic
violations and offences,

Under the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act, Ch.
48:50, the introduction of a Demerit Points System in
Trinidad and Tobago seeks to:

1 Encourage and promote safety on the nation's
road netwarl

2, Improve the standard of driving in Trinidad and
lobago by reducing incidents of road traffic accidents
and ratalities,

3. Detect repeat traffic offenders; and

4 Reform delinquent drivers through enrclment into
rehabilitative driving pregrammes.
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WHAT IS THE DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM?

(Coniinued)

A person can accumulate demerit points on their driving
permit record for the breach of certain traffic violations
and offences, which carry demerit points. Everyone
starts with zero (0) demerit points on their driving
permit record,

The more traffic viclations or offences that are
committed, such as!

» Speeding
+ Unauthorised use of the Priority Bus Route,

- Driving Under the Influence of alcohol (DU}

the more demerit points are accumulated on a person's
driving permit record

Depending on the total amount of demerit points
accumulated within a specified period, this could result
in the suspension of a person's driver's permit, as wellas
other consequences,

The System is securely and confidentially managed
through an Electronic Demerit Points Register on the
U-Turn Software Management System. The U-Tum
System is maintained and monitered for efficiency and
effective operation by highly trained personnel in the
Trafic Enforcement Centre (TEC),
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HOW DOES THE
DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM WORK?

Every driver starts with zero (0) demerit points on
hlsfher drwlng perm[t record ' e
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HOW DOES THE
DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM WORK?

el

Cemert Points will stay on your record for a maxmum of
two (2) years, Once two (2) consecutive years have
passed without the driver accumulating additional
demerit points, these points will automatically be
removed from his/her driving permit record.

If a driver reaches their maximum threshold of demerit
points according to the law, he or she can be disqualified
from driving for a specified period. For the purpose of
administering demerit points and  disgualification
periods, there is a distinction between

- A newly licensed driver or provisional permit holder
lan individual who holds their driving permit for a
period of twelve (12) months or less from the date of

s5US)

= An experienced driver (an individual who helds their
driving permit for a period of more than twelve (12}
manths from the date of issus)
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HOW ARE DEMERIT POINTS CALCULATED
FOR EXPERIENCED DRIVERS?

The Demerit Points for an experienced driver are
calculated as follows:
DEMERIT POINTS ACCUMULATED SUSPENSION PERIOD
WITHIN THREE (3) YEARS

more but less thar Six {6) months

Fourlean {14) ¢
but less than t

HOW ARE DEMERIT POINTS CALCULATED
FOR NEWLY LICENSED DRIVERS
OR PROVISIONAL PERMIT HOLDERS?

DEMERIT POINTS ACCUMULATED SUSPENSION
WITHIN TWELVE (12) MONTHS PERIOD
FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE

Seven (7] ar more demerit points One (1) year

Note: There are no demerit points for traffic violations

detected by automated cameras e.qg. red-light and spot
speed cameras.
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DOUBLE DEMERIT POINTS

Statistics show an increase in road fatalities and serious
accidents during certain periods eg. long weekends,
Easter, Carnival, Christmas and New Year's Day Holiday
Season,

To ensure safer roads, demerit points may be doubled
for specified traffic violations during these pericds. For
example, driving while heolding or using a handheld
mobile device carries three (3) demerit points. During
the double demerit points periad, this traffic violation will
carry six (8) demerit points.

The public will be notified of the implementation of
double demerit points by way of publication in the daily
nevwspapers, at least fve (5 days prior to iis
commencement. The period allocated to double
demerit points will not exceed ten (10) consecutive days.

I.'Il? FANISTAY OF
=M orss & Tronsport
DRIVING TEWARDS

| THE DEMEHRIT POINT SYSTEM Transf = mation




RECORDING SIMULTANEOQUS
DEMERIT POINTS

If a motorist has committed multiple trafic violations in
one incident, he or she will be'issued a traffic ticket for
each trafic violation The motorist will be responsible for
paying ALL the stipulated fines on each ticket, However,
only the traffic viclation that carries the highest number
of demerit points will be applied on the driving permit
record of the driver.

For example, if a driver receives a ticket for the
unauthorized use of the Priority Bus Route which carries
six (B8) demerit points, and also receives a ticket for an
overcrowded vehicle which carries three (3) demerit
points - in the same instance, the driver of the vehicle
will be required to pay both ines, However, only six (6)
demerit points will be applied to the driving permit
record of the driver, which represents the highest of the
both viclations.

Only in the instance where a driver breaks the red light
(without being captured by the camera enforcement
technology) AND exceeds the speed limit, the demerit
points for both violations will be recorded, AS WELL

AS the highest number of demerit points for any other
violation arising out of the same incident.
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DISQUALIFICATION PROCESS
FOR DRIVING PERMITS

Step 1

If you accumulate or exceed the threshold of demerit
points and are subject to disqualification, the Licensing
Autharity will netify you inwriting prior to disqualification.

Step 2

Once you receive this notification of impending
disqualification, you can explain in writing to the
Licensing Authority, why yeur driving permit should not
be suspended.

Step 3

Where you fail to show good reasons. the Licensing
Autharity will inform you of the disqualification. The
disqualification will take effect fourteen (14) days after
the date of the notice.

Step 4
You will then be reguired to surrender your driving

permit to the Licensing Authority, according to the
instructions given in the notification letter (step 1),

L

e
o
-

ISQUALIFIED.
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DISQUALIFICATION PROCESS
FOR DRIVING PERMITS

(Continued)

Step s

Failure to surrender your driving permit to the Licensing
Authority is an offence that carries a fine of Five
Thousand Dollars {$5,000.00) and further
disqualification for an additional period of one (1) year.

Step 6

A driving permit disqualified by the Licensing Authority,
during the period of suspension will be invalid. You are
committing an offence if you drive while your driving
permit has been suspended.

Step 7

When the disqualification period expires, all demerit
points recorded against your driving permit record will
be expunged or removed.

IS MINISTRY OF

M Iilorks & Tronspot

DRIVING TEWARDS

g | THE DEMERIT POINT SYSTEM Transf= rmation




CONTESTING YOUR DISQUALIFICATION

The Licensing Authority is reguired to specify when
suspension will occur, not less than fourteen (14) days

after the date of the notice. A persan whao is disqualihed

from holding or obtaining a driving permit may appeal to

a court within fourteen (14) days of the receipt of the

notice.
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REGAINING YOUR DRIVING PERMIT
AFTER DISQUALIFICATION

To regain their permission to drive, drivers must undertake
the following actions:

Stepa

Participate in a driver's rehabilitation programme approved
by the Licensing Authority.

Step 2

Re-sit and pass a driving test and regulation examinaticn

Step 3

Pay the prescribed fea for the re-issue of the driving permit.

EXPUNGED DEMERIT POINTS

Demerit Peints will remain on the record of a dniver for a
maximum of two (2) years. After two (2) consecutive years
have passed without the driver accumulating additional
points, the existing number of demerit points will
automatically be expunged or removed from his/het
driving permit record, therefore retuming the driver's
record to zero,

Demerit points are expungesd from a driver's driving permit
record under two conditions:
= The expiration of the disquallfication period.; ot

Maintaining good driving behaviour for a period of two (2)
consecutive years
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DEMERIT POINTS FOR TRAFFIC
VIOLATIONS AND OFFENCES

Please see the table below for a listing of traffic violations
ahd offences that carry Demerit Points under the Ninth
schedule of the amended Motor Wehicles and Road Traffic

et Chap. g8:80

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC FIXED PEMALTY (TTDS) DEMERIT POINTS
VIOLATION OR OFFENCE

Jsing-or allering a moter vehicie-or
traiter for & purpose not autharsed by
the registration or Licensing Authority 1000 04

Public Sarvice Vehicle camying excess
pasSSBNNETs FEO0E

Goods vehicle carrying sxcess weight 7E0.0D

Uz of motor vehicle under dealers
licence by a person other than a deales OG0 G0

Briving white disgualifed fram hiolding
ar obtaining a driving penmit

Riding Matoreycla withoul safety
falret 100000

Fallure of a driver and any passenaer
sevientenn years and ol kS wear
seal balt while the vehicle s in miaton 100000

Briving a vehicle with a person in tha
frant seat who is not wearing a seat beit 100000

Falling te place a child whe s five years

ard under in 3 ehild restraint or Booster

zeat n the vehicle white driving the

wahicle 1000,00

Driving a vehicle with a child in the front
seat-wiho is fve years and under 100000

Otfentesof driving instructar 200000

Exceading the specified speed limit

by 1 ko gk per holr 100000
by 10 to 20 kn per hour 150000
by 21 to 30 Km perhodr 2,000.00
tny'91 kn or more per hour 300q.00

Motor recing and speesd trigls between
mictor vehictes withoul permission 1,000,000

Traffic Signs 100000

Breach of Trafhic Order made by the
Minister 100000

Falling to comply with directive of a

police canstabie 100000
Fallirmg tocomply with 2 traffic sign o

ngtice authenssd by the Licansing

Authority or Commissicnsr of Police.

respectivaly 106000
Failing to comphywith a traffic ight signal 1.000.00
Contravention of Traffic Crder mads by

the Cormmissioner of Police 100000
Hresach of parking restriction magcle by

the Minister 100000
Brhang when under the influence of

drug
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DEMERIT POINTS FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

AND OFFENCES

(Continued)

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC VIDLATION
OR OFFENGE

Driving or baing in charge of 3 vehicle
wihile blood alcohol levels exceeds
jresciibed limit

Failure to provide a specimen of braath
or blood

Failure to submit breath analysis or
willul altemation of concentration of
alcohal in his breath orblood

Caraless Driving

Motor Cyclist holding onte
anather moving vehicle

Mator Cyclist fiding 'with no
hands an the handle bar

Slanding for hire at 8 place not
appointed for the purpose

Unauthansed parking on groundsofa
public buitding

Ceftaced or defective
idenbhcation plate

e Identification plale feed to the frant
or-back of the vehicle

Mo icentification lights for the
llurnination of identifcation marks on
vehicle at night

Fallure to produce a vehicks for
inspection/Doving a vehicke withouta
valid inspection sticker and cerlificates
Vahicie with defective fttings

Vehiciewithout silencers ar
fitted with cut outs

Unauthorzed lahts o front or
rear of viehitle

Wehicie withoul two headlamps
Vehigle without park lights
wvehicla without taillights

WVehicle with unauthorsed spot
or swivel lights

Reversing on reads for an Lnreasenable
dislance

Reversing-at the junction of foads or

aro cormer in the City of Port-of-Spain
or 5an Fernando

Improper overtaking on the left sde of
the road

Dbstructing overtaking trafc

Improger overtaking on the rignt.
cutting in

Overtaking traffic ata place dangerous
& do 50

THE DEMERIT POINT SYSTEM

FIMED PENALTY (TTDS) DEMERIT POINTS

ARG 0T

75000

30000

LO0D00

45000

30000

FRE 00
LO00.0c
LO00.0G

L0000

LO00.00

LO00.0C

LOO0 00

LO0G03

oO0
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DEMERIT POINTS FOR
AND OFFENCES

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC VIOLATION
OR OFFENCE

Parking within three metres of a fire
Faydrant

Parking within three mietres of the fron
of & fire station

Megtioently or wilfully interrupting the
fres: passage of Causing an unnecessary
obstructicn

Vehicle without hom

Vehicle carrying excessive projection
Owercrowded vehicle

Carrying persens in a dangerous rmannsr
Faiiing to draw up vehicls for passage
ofany engine or ather apparatus of the
Fire Semvice Police Vehicles, Datence
Force Vehicles or Ambulances

Towing other than amobor vehicle
wilhoul writlen permission of the
Licensing Authority

Vehicle without reflecting mirror
Vehicle carrying ursecured load
s of nolsy vehicle

Use of vehicte with defective tyres

Lise of vehicle with no windshield wipsr
ar defective wiper

[iving vehicle on footpath of pavement

Stopping or parking or driving 8 molor
viehicle on @ survelllance bay

Falling to produce taxi driver's badge
and livence on damand

Lise of Priodity Bus Rouls by
unauthorised vehicie

Lising of causing to be used or
permitting a person to use 8 motor
vighicle or lcenced traller ona public
read witheut a-valid palicy of Insurance

Operation of max| taxs oulside
specied route

Viehicle paintad in such a manner as
tex be mistaken for 8 magi-taki

Diriving while hotding o wsing a
handhald mobils device

Hatding or using a handheld makbile
device whita superyvising the holder of a
provisional permit

Using a wireless communication device
o view, send or compose-an electonic
message while driving of having chargs
of avehicle

THE DEMERIT FOUNT SYSTEM

FIXED PENALTY (TTDS) DEMERIT POINTS

1000050

0000
J0G 00
7EO.00
100000

100000

1.000:00

80000
75000
75000
0000

Lo0ca0n

FLR00

1LOOG00

LO0000

45000

200000

Lo0G00

LOOGG0

L0000

LOODO0

LOOGO0
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For further information about
the new Demerit Points System,
please visit drivingtt.com
or contact us at info@drivingtt.com.

Follow us on;

DEQO




