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Sharon Inglefield, President, Arrive Alive, is all smiles during this year’s
festivities. Photo courtesy Arrive Alive.
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oad safety advocacy group Arrive Alive believes drivers responsible

for fatal accidents involving cyclists and other vulnerable road

users should face demerit points and fines.

President Sharon Inglefield made the call at an event commemorating the

World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic victims last Sunday.

The NGO observed the day at the National Cycling Velodrome, Couva

starting with cycle rides from north, south, east, and west Trinidad.
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She also called for improved investigations into traffic accidents to ensure

victims and their families receive justice.

Inglefield said: “I call on the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service to improve

road traffic collision investigations so families may see quicker justice for

their lost loved ones.

We need forensic crash scene investigation techniques, implementation of

DNA testing technology as part of evidence gathering for road traffic

collisions, and better handover of road collision cases when investigating

officers are being transferred or retiring.”

The NGO head lamented the length of time it takes for road traffic collision

cases to be heard before the courts. She cited the case of nine-year-old

Sachin Maharaj, who was killed with four other people in a horrific minibus

crash in 2009. The case has been before the courts for the past 13 years.

She urged the Government to introduce demerit points and fines for drivers

involved in road traffic incidents involving "vulnerable road users," a term

used to describe pedestrians, cyclists, and motorcyclists.

For the year so far, two cyclists have been killed on the road. One was

Anthony Harris, a beloved photojournalist.

President of the Trinidad and Tobago Cycling Federation Rowena Williams

appealed to cyclists to report incidents of harassment they encounter on

the roads to highlight the frequency and nature of the hazards cyclists face.

“There is a need for stricter laws to protect cyclists,” she said.

Inspector Sunil Harrylal, who spoke on behalf of the Trinidad and Tobago

Police Service (TTPS), said that 79 people had been killed in road traffic

collisions for the year. This represents an 18 per cent increase in road

fatalities from the previous year.

He said all these deaths were preventable.

“People continue to gamble with their lives by engaging in risky behaviour

like running across six highway lanes instead of using a walkover and not

wearing seatbelts. The TTPS has issued 21,313 tickets alone for failure to

wear a seatbelt,” he noted.

Phoenix Park Gas Processors Limited, a long time Arrive Alive supporter

and Gold Sponsor of the event highlighted the company's work in

developing road safety practices.

Elsa Lara Joseph, Head of Brand and Communications, Phoenix Park Gas,

said her company requires all their employees to be certified in defensive

driving and recertified every three years. She’s an advocate for making

defensive driving certification mandatory for obtaining a driver's license.

Sonia Francis Yearwood, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Works and

Transport said the Government of Trinidad and Tobago had prioritised

road safety in its Vision 2030 documentation.

“As a lead agency on matters pertaining to road traffic safety, the Ministry

of Works and Transport recently reconstituted the Trinidad and Tobago

National Road Safety Council. We are also looking to update existing road

traffic legislation to address some of the concerns raised,” she said.
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Following the bike ride, Arrive Alive hosted a brunch for 300 families of

road traffic collision victims.

The event focused on creating a supportive environment for the grieving

families of road traffic collisions.

There were counselling services and a help desk for relatives who wanted

updates on investigations into the road traffic collision of their loved ones.

Police Sergeant Brent Batson, the Lead Coordinator for the Strategic Road

Safety Project for the TTPS, assured the families that the TTPS is

addressing inefficiencies in road traffic investigations, but many police

officers are often overwhelmed by the number of investigations they must

deal with, while also handling other criminal investigations.

The United Nations World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Road is

observed on the third Sunday of November each year.

According to the UN: “Traffic injuries are now the leading killer of people

aged 5-29 years...the Day has become an important tool in global efforts to

reduce road casualties. It offers an opportunity for drawing attention to the

scale of the emotional and economic devastation caused by road crashes

and for giving recognition to the suffering of road crash victims and the

work of support and rescue services.”

The sponsors for this year’s event were Woodside Energy (Platinum);

Phoenix Park Gas Processors Limited (Gold); BPTT, Yara Limited, Bankers

Insurance (Silver); Sagicor General; Starbucks Trinidad and Tobago;

Atlantic LNG; Capital Signal Company Ltd; Ansa Motors Ltd; Methanex

(Bronze), with additional support from The Ministry of Works and

Transport; SporTT, Trinidad and Tobago Police Service and Trinidad and

Tobago Fire Service.
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